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FOREWORD 

Most Americans are thrilled when they hear intoned the majestic phrases we all 
cherish,-phrases such as, "We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility•••", or "Four score and seven 
years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in 
liberty••••". 

Parishioners of St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Wamego, Kansas should be equally 
thrilled when they read the words written by the people who organized St. Luke's Church 
on May 22, 1870. 

We. wh0.6e. namu Me. heJte. unto a66i.xe.d, de.e.pR.y impJtul.:.e.d wU:h 
the. impoJt:tanee. 06 the. ChJrJ.A.t£an JteLighm and e.aJtnuily wL6hing to 
pJtomote. ill haR.y in6R.ue.nee. in the. he.aJt.:t6 and livu 06 OM I.:.dvu 
OM 6ami.LLu and OM nughbo!l.f., do heJte.by apol.:.ueate. OUMdvu to 
gatheJt undeJt the. name. and I.:.tyR.e. and :t1.;ta1, 06 the. paJ'lJAh 06 St. Luke.' I.:. 
Chu.Jteh Warn e.g0 Po.t:ta.u.xt.tomie. County State. 06 Kan.6a.6 and by do.ing 1.:.0 
do adapt the. COn.6U:tu.Uon and Canon.6 06 the. PJtotu.tant Ep.i.6eopa.t 
Chu.Jteh .in the. UnUe.d Statu 06 AmeJLLM and V.ioeue. 06 Kan.6a.6. 

Warn e.g0 May 22nd 1870 

These words marked the beginning of the Episcopal church in Wamego. The same 
words were written again in 1889 in the vestry minutes, when the church was revived 
after a lapse of many years. However, the word "aposticate" was changed to "associate", 
spelling was corrected, and punctuation was used. 

The above statement written by our predecessors had its focus on people, and the 
influence of the Christian religion on them. Similarly, I want this history to be a story of 
people--a story of their dreams, their triumphs, their discouraging moments, their 
humorous and jolly occasions, and their times of sorrow. Although they are included for 
historical purposes, a recital of dates and financial statements has not been the major 
purpose for writing. 

If by writing this history, I help those living now and in the future to know better 
those individuals who established and maintained the Episcopal faith in Wamego, then my 
purpose has been fulfilled. 

Daniel Webster once said, "He who careth not from whence he came, careth little 
whither he goeth". If this book succeeds in stirring up a feeling of caring about St. 
Luke's past and future directions, then I will feel my efforts have been rewarded. 

http:heJte.by
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PLAN OF THE BOOK 

After reading the historical records and interviewing long time members of St. 
Luke's, the writer believed that the information gathered seemed to be best organized 
into six major categories. Each of these categories was called a "Part". 

There was the period of years beginning in 1868 when interest for the establish­
ment of the Episcopal Church arose and waned. These years have been described in Part 
One and called "The First Two Decades --- Hope and Despair". 

In 1889, a group of women were responsible for re-awakening interest in St. 
Luke's. In Part Two the story of the efforts of these women in getting a church built is 
told. This Part is entitled, "The Formative Years --- A Dream Fulfilled". Part Three, 
"Perseverance Overcomes Adversity", relates the trials and tribulations of a small church 
and the energy and perseverance the people possessed in order to overcome the 
difficulties. The author believes this part of the story should serve as an inspiration for 
the present and future generations. 

Perhaps the liveliest time in the history of the church is told in Part Four, "The 
Guild Hall Years". This Part was written to salute the women of the 1920's and 1930's. If 
it hadn't been for these women, St. Luke's may have gone the way of many Episcopal 
Churches in small, rural communities. 

Part Five covers the longest period of time---three decades. These were the 
decades when a major war was fought, and great social changes were coming about in 
communities, homes, and individual life styles. Because of the length of the Part entitled, 
"Years of Change", a section has been devoted to each of the three decades, the Forties, 
the Fifties, and the Sixties. 

The narrative ends with a description of "The Second Century -- A Renewed 
Spirit". In Part Six an attempt has been made to show how the Spirit which prevails in 
the church has helped the members to maintain the church at a high level of good 
feeling, renewed spirituality, and enthusiasm. 

Throughout the book, italic type has been used to indicate that the material being 
quoted is handwritten. To preserve the flavor of the times, no changes have been made 
in the syntax, spelling, or punctuation of these quotations. 

The pictures used were selected to enhance the written material. It was not 
financially feasible to include all available pictures, nor to have all members, past and 
present, pictured. 

Four Appendices have been included. Appendix A has copies of some source 
materials used in making the study. The purpose for their inclusion was to give readers a 
feeling for the kinds of research materials which are available. 

Several families in St. Luke's have had individuals in either four or five genera­
tions who appear in the Parish Record Book. The record of these families is in Appendix 
B. Only individuals were included who appeared on the list of those who had been 
baptized, confirmed, married, or buried by rectors of St. Luke's. The only exception to 
this plan was to include those who appeared on the rolls in the earliest days of the 
church. This exception was made because many of these individuals had been baptized, 
confirmed, and married prior to coming to Wamego, and the church was in limbo in the 
1880's when they may have died. 
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Appendix C has a list of all individuals who have been confirmed in St. Luke's. In 
Appendix D, three lists appear. The first gives the names of those who attended the 
celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of St. Luke's, and the second the names of 
those who attended the centennial anniversary. The names are listed the way the people 
signed the guest registers. The third list includes all individuals who were on the Parish 
Roll in 1984, prior to September. 
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